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To the Members of the American Art-Union: — 

The Annual Report of the last year contained the following state- 
ment : — 

" Early in the year the Committee thought it advisable to transform 
their semi-monthly catalogue into a semi-monthly bulletin, containing, 
(besides the matter usual in the catalogues,) a list of the names of 
such as from time to time have subscribed, with their numbers. This 
change has been one of great importance, and has accomplished for the 
Institution unexpected benefits. While proving an economical vehicle 
of communication with our distant subscribers, it has served as an im- 
portant check, guide, and stimulus. More than eighty thousand copies 
of the different numbers have been issued, a large proportion by mail 
pre-paid, while they have been gratuitously furnished to the members 
on application. Notwithstanding their almost free disposal in the Gal- 
lery, nearly sufficient has been there realized from the sale to non-sub- 
scribers to meet the whole cost of this immense issue. From the suc- 
cess thus attained, and the evident advantages foreshadowed by this 
simple publication, your Committee anticipate gradually improving the 
same into a JOURNAL, devoted not only to this Association, but to the 
Fine Arts generally in this country, and which, received by every mem- 
ber, will be esteemed a most valuable acquisition to our plan, and 
greatly elevate the taste, and increase the knowledge, of every reci- 
pient." 

The Committee of Management are now able to state that they have 
made arrangements for carrying out the plan thus announced, and that 
in future the Bulletin will contain a greater variety of information than 
it has hitherto afforded. It has already been found to be a valuable 
medium for communicating instructions to the Honorary Secretaries, and 
for furnishing to the members a regular account of the progress of the 
Institution. It is now proposed to realize still more fully the original 
design of this publication. In addition to the usual catalogue of pic- 
tures and list of subscribers, it will contain more particular descriptions 
of the works purchased for distribution. In many cases, their, dimen- 
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sions, the special object aimed at by the artist, and the passage in 
history or poetry intended to be illustrated, will be given. Critical 
notices, also, will sometimes be furnished, and an effort made to enable 
the non-resident subscriber to understand the value of every fresh ad- 
dition to the Gallery. 

Besides this, it is intended to publish such items of news in relation 
to the Fine Arts as may be interesting to the members; and under this 
head to detail not only what our own artists are doing at home and 
abroad, but also what foreigners are accomplishing in this department. 

The extensive correspondence of the Institution, and of several of its 
friends in this city, will afford important facilities in this undertaking. 
The Corresponding Secretary frequently receives valuable letters from 
Honorary Secretaries and others in relation to the general subject of 
Art, and the progress of particular artists, &c. We shall sometimes 
publish extracts from these communications. 

Extracts from foreign journals will be included in the work, when the 
■ subjects treated of are of general interest. A wood-cut will occasion- 
ally be given, taken generally from some Work of Art in the Gallery, 
and intended to convey an idea of its design and composition. 

The notices of Artists and Works of Art in the Gallery and else- 
where, will be prepared under the supervision of a friend of the Insti- 
tution, to whom the subject has been entrusted by the Committee, and 
who alone will be responsible for the opinions they shall contain. 

The Bulletin will be furnished gratuitously to Honorary 
Secretaries, and to those members who, after paying their sub- 
scriptions, SHALL SIGNIFY THEIR DESIRE TO HAVE IT FORWARDED TO THEM 

by mail. To all others, the price will be six cents per number. 



DISTRIBUTION OF THE ENGRAVINGS, AND THE ANNUAL 
REPORT OF THE YEAR 1848. 

The Engraving of " Queen Mary signing the Death Warrant of Lady 
Jane Grey,' 1 '' upon steel, and measuring 23 inches by 15i inches, was 
finished early in the year, and has been in the hands of the printer 
ever since its completion. Prints are being taken from it at the rate 
of fifty per day, and the distribution of them will commence about the 
first day of May next. 

An effort will be made to deliver them as nearly as possible in the 
order of the receipt of subscriptions. Those Honorary Secretaries, 



